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"is the Cory of DERBY, 3 


MERSEY, in the County of CHESTER: 


* ; * — — * . * 7 


*J . 


of Hulb and Liverpool, and uniting the eaſtern 
and weſtern Seas, muſt neceſſarily produce the 
inal beneficial Conſequences; but this great and important 
Scheme [if practicable} may be effectuated, and all the 
Ends of public Utility anſwered, by making a Canal from 
the River Trent, at Burton; to the River. Wenner. near 
Northwich, in the County of — 


HE eee bermeen the Ports | 


745 
This Poſition is ſo indiſputably clear, that no one (who 

1s not entruſted with the ſecret Councels, which direct 
this arduous Enterprize,) can ſuggeſt any ju/? Reaſon, for 
entertaining even a Wiſh, to extend the prepoſed Canal to 
Wilden Ferry, (ſixteen Miles below Burton,) at the one 
End, or to the River Merſey, (fourteen Miles below North- 
wich,) at the other. 


In the Courſe of theſe Conſiderations, which are deſigned 
to convey an exact and comprehenſive Idea of the Origin, 
Progreſs and Conſequences of this vaſt Undertaking, 
Conjectures will be riſqued as to the real Views which were 


'to be anſwered by this extraordinary Extention; but 


which, it cannot be doubted, the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
Parliament will preyent. | : | 


-The Reſolution of 1 mh hs an AQ to make 
%a navigable Canal from Wilden Ferry, at the River 


Trent, to the River Merſey“ was declared at a public 


Meeting (the only one appointed for the Purpoſe) which 
was held at Wolſley Bridge, in wt ag on the zoth of 


Decem ber, 1765. 
WhethereveryBranch of this nick Project was diſcloſed, 


to the Gentlemen who were then convened; it's real Object, 
in it's full and true Extent. underſtood; or it's minute Con- 


t it 


fiderations entered into and diſcuſſed; certain it is, tl 


was univerſally conceived, that the wHOLE Scheme as ,10 


be conducted by a Company of Proprietors, who were to be 
erected into a Body Politic and Corporate. If other Ideas 


were ſecretly entertained; the Public has een egregiouſly 
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lution, could privately uſher in an Extenſion or Diverſion 


E £3 
In Conſequence of a Petition of ſeveral Gentlemen, Land Petition, 

Owners, "Tradeſmen, Manufacturers and others, of the, 
Counties of Lancaſter, Cheſter, Stafford, Warwick, Der- 

by, Leiceſter, Nottingham, Lincoln and York, and the 

Town and County of the Town of Kingſton upon Hull, 
preſented on the 15th Day of January, 1766, Leave was Bull. 
given, on Friday the 7th of February, To bring in a Bill. 


for making a navigable Cut or Canal from the River 


<« Trent, at or near Wilden Ferry in the County of Derby, 
<« to or near Swarkſtone and Willington in the ſaid County, 
« Whichnor, Rudgley, Stone and Burſlem in the County 
« of Stafford, and from thence, to or near Lawton and 
& Aſtbury in the County of Cheſter, and to the River 
« Merſey,” which on the 18th was read the firſt Time, and 
on the 24th a ſecond Time, and committed. 08 


Such a been the preliminary Proceeding, and ſuch the 


Petition and the Bill; whoſe only apparent Object is, 


<« the Cutting of a Canal from Wilden Ferry to the Hentai 
« River Merſey, under the Direction of a Company — 
4% of Proprietors.” But who could entertain a Suſe 9 5 


picion, that this Petition, thus flowing from a public Reſo- oy Dubs 
OI DI1 ge- 


water's 


of the Duke of Bridge water's Canal, from Longford. Canal of 
$6 Bridge, in the e of Stretford i in t the . of 2d eo. 3d 


. [1 
At the Meeting, (the only one which preceded the Ap- 
plication to Parliament,) the Patrons of this Scheme had 


neither Ingenuity nor Courage to diſcloſe it's full and real 
Deſignation; repeatedly called upon, they refuſed to aber 


34.) 

clare, where this great Canal was to terminate; it's Com- 
mencement at Wilden Ferry they did venture to own; 
the Public had been given to underſtand, that it was to 
join with the River Weaver in Cheſhire —or the Duke 
of Bridgewater's Navigation, — or the Tide Way in the 
% River Mertey, as ſhould be found moſt expedient ;"” 
but not a Suſpicion was indulged, that the Company of 
Proprietots were to be united with his Grace the Duke of 
Bridgewater. | | 


It is not a pleaſant Thing to conjecture, by what Means 
his Grace (to whom nothing derogatory is intended) has 
been introduced inte this Bill; nor upon what Principle, 
this darling Propoſition can poſſibly be retained; and it 
may not be improper to enquire, by. what daring Pre- 
ſumption this ſtrange Authority found it's Way into the 
Bull ? 


If ſuch was the Uſe which was intended to have been 
made of a public Application, it would have been 
manly to have deelared it; this Puplicity is indefenſible; 
in Matters of ſuch univerfal and effential Conſequence te 
Property, it is criminal; it is a dangerous, mean and coward- 
ly Indeciſion, reſulting from a well grounded Apprehen- 
ſion, that the Scheme itſelf would lrave been publickly 
diſapproved, had this Branch of it even ſo much as tran- 


ie 
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..* 'See Page 55 of a catchpenny Pamphlet intitied The Hiſtary of 
Inland Mavigarions, dedicated, To his Grace the Duke of Bridgewater, | 
printed for T. Lowndes, in Fleet * price 28. 6d. 
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If the Company of Proprietors meant originally to ſtop 
at Preſton Brook, what Encouragement, what Counte-,, 
nance are they entitled to, who thus evince, that their * 
dertaking is ſecondary to a Deſign, which none of them 
have had the Fortitude publickly to patronize ? It might 
not perhaps he too bold to add, that by this ſingle Step 
they have forfeited All, Claim. to ee from 
Authority. 7 = 1011 lenligi⸗ 0 3117 1 } SOHC). ” 13 t 4 


Might. it not be aſked, the theſe ley were 
ſecretly jealous of ſome powerful Oppoſition, which they 
wiſhed to repel by this NOBDIE Union with the Duke — 
Bridgewater ? 


wore Tal: 
5 4 nel © L.'S 


If his has deſirous of diverting the Courſe of his for- 


mer Canal, ſo as to terminate at Runs 8 Gap inſtead of the 


Hemp Stones, why not cut immediately to Runcorn Gap? 
Wuy ſweep round to Preſton Brook? Does public Utility 
require his Grace to interfere with this Canal in any Shape? 
Why are the Company of Proprietors, prevented from 
carrying their Canal (if it were neceſſary) to Runcorn 

Gap at once? And let his Grace, in a future Day, meet 
it there, and carry it over the Merſey to Liverpook, if 
he pleaſes; but let it be done in an open and conſtitutional 
Manner, by a public Petition to Parliament, that every 
one whoſe Inheritance will be invaded by the Propoſed 
Diverſion, may, in Conſequence of the juſt; neceſſary and 
uſual Notoriety, have an Opportunity of defending his 
Property, of which, by this Mode of Proceeding, he would 
be abſolutely IR. 


3 Fi 


February 
15th. the 
laſt Day 
for pri- 
vate Peti- 
tions. 
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In this Place, it muſt be remarked, that no PeTirion 
was prefented, by liis Grace the Duke of Bridgewater,. 
WITHIN THE Tiu fixed rox receiving PRTI Trons don 
PRIVATE Bikts, which expitedon the 1 Sh uf ee g 


The intended Divittion; Which eth be effected with- 
out cutting through ſeveril Miles of Band Which is net 
within the Scope of the original Petition, is, ro ALL do] | 
TENTS and Purpoſes, the Subject of a PRIVATE BiLL ;— 
and it is moſt humbly ſubmitted, that no Petition, for a 
private Bill, which is not received within dye Time, can be 
proceeded upon, without violating the lacted and |indiſpen- | 
ſible Law of Parliament. 5 


This 8 cannot, it is conceived, be PREY as an 
auxiliary Petition; the Canal from the Trent to the 
Merſey can certainly be completed withoat this Connection 
with his Grace; whether the Schemes of his Grace can 
be accompliſhed without this Junction is a Conſideration 
foreign to this Bill; in all Events, even 2 it ſhould Pro- 
mote the mutual Iatereſt of. 5010 Canals, . tet it be che 
Buſineſs of another Seſſion; ler the £ great and eſſential 
Rules of Parliament remain ain 5 þ Relaxation in 
this ſingle Inſtance might produce a Precedent fravgt 4 
with the moſt alarming Dangers. Who cannot ſuppoſe 4 
Caſe, i in which, ia after Times, a ſimilar Deviation might. 
be uſhered in, with a Pretext to the full as plaufible as the 
preſent, by which the, Rights of Thouſands of innocent 
Individuals might be infringed, without Notice, wirhout 
Oppoſition, and without — TATE I 


„ 


His Grace by kid Petition becker the 1215 of Marth, poke of 
—wbich is 25 Days after the Expiration of the Time for re- Bridge- 
< carving Petitions for private Bills] ſtates,” that Runcorn FART Pre” 
Gap [where the new Canal is intended to terminate] gt. Petitionon 
* the River Merſey, is about two thouſand and frue hundred 12 March. 
4 Yards from the Hemp Stones, and that if his own Canal 
* were 10 be diverted,” | from going on four Miles North 
Weſt to it's original Deſtination at the Hemp Stones] 
« ſo as to communicate with. the prapoſed Canal” [by an El- 
bow of four Miles South Weſt and one Mile South] 
<« at. Preſton. Brook, and from thence to be carried on to Run- 
ccrn Gap,” [which will make his a new: and different Cut 
af nine Miles] © both Navigations will be more e 
convenient to the Public. | | 


Te is nor eaſy to ſuggeſt, why Runcorn Gap is ied to 
be tuo thouſand. and five hundred Yards from the Hemp —_ — 
Stones; is it meant to impreſs a Belief, that the Diverſion tion, 
to Preſton Brook is of no greater Diſtance? Hints have 
been dropt, that his Grace, under his former Acts, is au- 
thorized to make any Diverſion within the Compaſs of 7wo 
thouſand: Yards, is it intended to be inſinuated, that by 
the propoſed Diverſion his Grace will only ſtretch about 
Ne hundred Yards more? His Grace has no Power under — 
any of his former Acts, to divert che larerul Courſe of his laſt 
Canal rwo thonſmnd Turds; ſurely the wiſe Cemmentaters 
upon theſe Laws de not confider the Power delegated 
under his Grace's firſt Act to make any Cut, Trencli, 
* or Sluice to cone y Coals or Goods to his firſt Canal; 
«© hot exceeding, moo thouſand Turds in Length, and ien 
«Yards in Breadth”' as an Authority to alter che lateral 
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— * 1 2 
* x 8 * — — — N — — 
* bs es 7," — e 1 — 


9 J 
Courſe of any Part of his laſt Canal two thouſand Yards at 
his Pleaſure. 


It is a palpable Miſtake, to a9 the beſt * it; bot Preſton 

Brook is not within 2 thouſand five hundred Yards of 
the Duke's Canal ; nor can a Diverfion of five Miles, 
(for four of which the Freeholders of the Lands 
which are to be cur through, and are not within the Reach 
of the original Petition, could not have the regular Inform- 
ation of a Scheme, which ſo nearly affects them,) be poſſibly 
covered by any of the Authorities claimed by his Grace 
under his former Acts, nor introduced by an auxiliary 
Petition, nor can, in the Nature of Things, be adopted by 
Parliament, but as the Subject of a private Bill. The 
Treaty which the Company of Proprietors have ſo hap- 
pily concluded with his Grace, cannot. it is preſumed, 
obviate this Difficulty. 


The Manner of attempting this very dangerous Innova- 
tion is ſufficient to awaken Jealouſy and excite Canton, 


This Deviation from the avowed Plan of the Bill, HW; 
we hope, be conſidered as an abſolute Departure from th 
Petition. | | 


The Bil This Bill (were the Clauſes which affect þ + Duke 
ſhould be of Bridgewater even to be dropt) ſeems, with all due De- 
po ference, to be extremely defective and indigeſted, and it 

f is ſubmitted to the Honour and Candour of it's Patrons, 
whether they will purſue it any farther in this Seſſion, 
eſpecially as there is no Neceſſity of precipitating an Un- 
dertaking, which neceſſarily affects the Properties of ſo 


i 
many Gentlemen, whole Kates, in fo vaſta Trat, art th he 
tus hr gh and ſe parat and Reaſon auf e demand. 
that ii Hure cei ve in Every Porter View, ail poſfibier 
7 Dehbtrasi n anck perhaps in a ſo ber gend H Hliunate 
Reviſion, ſome concintaing Eupen ray. be hit upon, 
to reconcile even his Grace's Propoſition, without eg 
lowly and without Offence to either Sides | 


Jo rhis Iodulgenee a confiderable. Number of Gen- 
tlemen, whoſe Properties are eſſentially coneerged, are 
bold to confider themſelves entitled and take Occaſion to 
declare, (and will in due Seaſon teſtify in a more ſolemn 
Manner, ) * «© that no private Interęſt actuates them to forma De- 
« ſign either injurious to the adjacent Countries, or detrimental 
&« 4% the noble Duke whoſe uncommon Spirit” they profeſs to 
admire. ' They are ſuperior to every petty and every 
perſonal Conſideration. they ſcorn to:ptodpagate-illiberal 

Invectives, and deſpiſe! the low and paltry Art of miflead- 
ing the dan er r 100 15 * OW ph! 1 . 
« Falſehood.”” 7 


The warmeſt Partiſan of the Bitt' will not venture to 
aſſert, that this very extenſive and very complicatedU) nder- Nr 2 
taking has, in the uſual Manner of Proceedings of a like ceivedthe 
Nature, been ſo frequently diſcuſſed at public County uſaat pre- 


8 with the Solemnity N ne "MN to = 


F Page 80, 


„„ 
the many important Conſequences which muſt reſult from 
it; and it is upon this Conſideration (with many more of 
great Weight) that it is ſincerely wiſhed, that the whole 
Matter could be deferred, ſo as to be re- viewed and cor- 
rected with the moſt deciſive Attention. 


But if this Wiſh ſhould not prevail, the Caſe of thoſe, 
who conceived themſelves injured, will, it is not doubted, . 
be duly weighed and conſidered by a Houſe of Com- 
mons, who will not take any Man's Freehold from him, 
without full and adequate Compenſation, nor without 
evident and irreſiſtible Proof of real and imminent Ne- 
ceſſity, ſupported by the IT Nite of a 
Utility. 


l If this Bill muſt in all Events be a0 carried through, 
" it is preſumed, That à Series of Amendments which are in- 
|| deed many in Number, and dictated by the Nature of the 
q Caſe, (tho* perhaps not expected by the Friends of the 
Bill) but founded in Reaſon and inJuſtice,—will be intro- 
duced under the W of the honourable Houſe of 
Commons. PE. 


Objec- So peculiar has been the Fate of this wonderful Pro- 
tions. ject, that, in the very firſt Print of the Bill, it's known, 
avowed, original Deſtination is varied by a Species of Ma- 
nagement, neither very uſual, nor very commendable in 
public I ranſactionns. —_ 


* _ T7 


6 1 ) 
By the firſt enacting Clauſe, [Page 2andg. ] theCompany of | 
Proprietors are © empowered to cut a Canal from Wilden Olauſes of 
Ferry at the River Trent to the River Merſey ;”* but the the Duke 


Whole of this Power is continued to them no longer, than 
whilſt they travel toPage 40, where they are ſtripped of five 
Miles of their Canal; their Plan is ere circumſcnbed, and 


of Bridge- 
water un- 
parlia- 
mentary. 


their Authority divided with the Duke of Bridgewater, who 


is, it ſeems, to divert the original Courſe of his Canal, 
(which was to terminate at the Hemp-Stones,) in order to 


meet the new Canal at Preſton Brook, and from thence to 


carry it on to Runcorn Gap at the Merſey. 


Will not this in Effect be 7wo private Bills founded upon 


one Petition ? Does not the Adoption of his Grace exceed 


the Line of Reference to the Committee? Does the original 
Petition authoriſe any Proceeding, abſtracted from 4 
Power to the Company of Proprietors of cuiting the whole 
Canal? Does the Bill in this Point follow the Prayer of 
the Petition ? Is a competent Notoriety of the propoſed 
Innovation conveyed by the Title of this Bill? Will not 
this intereſting, ſecret, and unexampled Diverſion, if 
countenanced upon. this Occaſion, eſtabliſh, a | Precedent 


big with Danger i ? 


ws 


The "Canal: by this Bill, propoſed to be made from 
Wilden Ferry, to. the Wa is near 100 Miles in 


Len ch. „ R 3 
8g k - 5 $11 K®. FR. 14 1420 112 ft 


The weſtern Part of the Trent, from Wilden __ to Extention 


elow 


ures n (which! is near 16 erde is 1 eee un- * Burton, 


NK) 
der an Act of Parliament: of the roth and nth of King 
William III. 7 


A lb nl Canal 18 enn to run 7 22 aol: 21 10 - fx + cen 
Nas togerhar wich This Nav: ation, Ne ver more khan 4 
ile Diltancu, hut. often if s than half a, Mile. 


andNerih- From Wirton Bridge near Northwiel is the Merſey,” 

3 which is about ens Miles, there is an excellent 
navigable River which was made under an Act of Parlia- 
ment of the 7th of King George the iſt. The Oe 
Canal is to run nearly parallel with this River for fiftec 
Miles together; in ſome Part of 1 ic within the Diſtance 


of one hundred Yards. 


t | Public Utilieyi 18 the Charm which is to conquer; all Things; 
1 a Communication between Hull and Liverpool, and uniting 
ö the eaſtern and weſtern Seas is an Enterpriſe which may 
have the public Utility for it's Object; but this Com- 
munication cannot [Meſf r. Agents and Engineers ſay} 
be effected without beginning at Wilden Ferry and ter- 
minating at Runcorn Gap; by cutting the great Trunk 
between Burton and Northwich, (which would fave thefs 
Projectors full forty thouſand Pounds and preſerve from 
Depredation two antient, eſtabliſhed and effectual Naviga- 
tions,) their Ideas of public Utility will not be anſwered. | 
The Communication muſt not be opened, according to 
their Schemes, by the juſt Medium of the old Navigations: 


A Capital of near forty thouſand Pounds employed in 
theſe two Navigations is an Object beneath the Attention of 


theſe Gentlemen, who have not condeſcended even to treat for 


0 5 ) 

a | Condpeniaiton for the Injury that may ariſe to the Pro- 

rietors; 3 but we truſt,” that they will be taught, by the 
wiſe and uſt Decifion of Parliament, that no "Man' s Pro- 
perty ſhall be unneceſſarily: depreciated;nor large Eſtates 
Wantoniy devaſted, to ty a Project, hòõſe Event is uneer- 
rain, depending upon Fallactus and indefinite Eſtimates, 
and the Contributions of Numbers, who perhaps, cn more 
enligbtened, may abandon a Scheme, which they have 
been prevailed upon to aſſiſt, by plauſible hut erronedus 
Arguments of public Utility, — a W r 
of it's real Deſtination. „ St lt ts, Sr, 

Ei 9 1051158 40. f 

Tt may not be 3 to remark; that the Gini of 
Proprietors by ſtopping, at Preſton Brook, ſeem to have 
conceded, that a further Limitation of their Plan may 
prevail; it is therefore hoped, that they will be confined 
between Burton and Northwich; let that be the Extent 
of the Canal; in a Tract of ſeventy Miles, they may find 
Room to employ their Money and to try an Experiment; 
and it may be equally juſt to extend a ſeaſonable and 
friendly Concern to high and illuſtrious Perſonages, by 
ſetting Limits to dangerous and expenſive Undertakings, 
and delivering them from the baneful Influence of inter- 


eſted and daring Projectors. 1 


In Support of this Idea, Wiſdom ad: 4J une ts to 
dictate, that theſe Gentlemen ſhould not be, on any Con- 
ſideration, permitted, at preſent, to meddle with any 
Eſtates beyond Northwich jo Burton, eſpecially as they 


( 14 
own, that * © the Water which is chiefſy to ſupport 
« this Canal is to be drawn by a grand Cut to be 
** made at Hare-Caſtle, twenty Miles South of Northwich; 
<« which is the higheſt Part in the Courſe of the Canal, 
e and where the Water falls North and South, and where 
„this Canal is to be carried above a s full Mite under 


cc * Ground,” 9 5 75 | WE ns i on 


Suppoſe this Branchof the Proj mould 1 Had | 
many People, who, in Point of Judgment, Capacity 
and Experience, equal at leaſt the ableſt of the Managers, 
are not clear in their Ideas of it's Practicability,) what 
a dreadful Situation will the Land Owners be i in, whoſe 
Eſtates will have been ſeparated, mangled, and perhaps 
Ppoiled, beyond all Toffbiner of Reparation? 596 


Are not theſe Conſiderations, which ſhould eden thoſe 
who are inveſted with Authority, to keep a ſevere and 
jealous Eye upon fo dangerous and ſa important Undertak- 
ing, — whoſe Fate thus ney depends upon Speculation. 


Is not the Preſervation of a Tract of Land for thirty 
Miles, from inſolent, cruel and unneceſſary Devaſtation, an 
Object worthy of the Attention of Parliament? Is not a 
e of Power to invade all Property indiſctiminate= 


for ſeventy Miles together, enough to be entruſted 
with any Claſs of Undertakers a once? 


* — K * 
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See Pamphlet Page 58. 
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Are theſes" Geeks Inne det tins ** Man 
have effected their Canal from Barton to Northwwich,! 
the Legiſlature” in after Times will be leſs benign ta 
them, and wkindly withhold from them” an Autho- 
rity to extend” it at both Ends, when they will have 
ctear and dedfive Proof of the PraZivadility | of their 
Scheme, the Neceſſity of the deſired Extenſion, © and 
the real public Utility which will low from it? Are 
they fearful, that theſe weighty” Conſidrrations will not 
receive their merited Attention from a future Parhament ? 
Or do they entertain ſuch an'overweaning! Affection for the 
Pubke, that they üreud, that whilſt they are cutting the 
great Frank; ſome dite Cataſtrophe witkideftroy her Hap- 
pineſs, 1% Trexs at the one End, and the Hreaver at the 
other, become dry, and the Navigations uſelzſo, and conſe- 
quently their darling Communication between Hull and 
Liverpool *— unleſs — can execute their air 
nee 102 anοοονι i ιẽẽꝭƷpnu 2 dnp 19007 
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" Hint "a WT „ be aſked, Whether the eme 
mu nication bet een Hull and Liverpool will not be, to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, as effectual, and every Conſideration 
of public Utility anſwered, if the propoſed Canal were to 
be, confined., between Burton a4  Norehwich : ? Would 
Ea 0 Agent Exgenge be vcd and” many <« ' needlets Da- 
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tween e and . What No — can be 
urged for paſting au. tor cutting the hl Fanal, 
in ** Selben. 1 Eb 5115 0 NY NT 
1 Wall Liw 
| The Ds and Truſtees of ths ve and Northwich | 
yy 4 Navigations, alarmed at the impending Danger which 
galpſt an threatens them, find themſelves under an Andiſpenſible 
Exten- Neceſſity of laying their Caſe befor Parliament, under 
0 eohoſe Faith they hold their Properties, and whoſe Protec- 
tion they are not conſcious of having in any Inſtance forfeit- 
ed. Without Patronage, without Connections, and with- 
out even wiſhing for any other Support than what the E- 
quity and Juſtice of their Caſe demand, they truſt, that 
their humble Remonſtrances will procure them the Atten- 
tion and Relief of Parliament, in whoſe Wiſdom and Ju- 
tice they have a dutiful and perfect Reliance, Tho' their 
Enemies are mighty, it is humbly preſumed, that- their 
Schemes require only to be clearly under food, in Sage to 


be defeated. 
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The "AIR of che old Navigations conceive, that they 
ought to repel the invidious Imputation of bearing un- 
kind Ideas to the great Scheme of opening a Commu- 
nication between the Ports of Hull and Liverpool. 
They are bound in Juſtice to declare themſelves ſincere 


( 
md zealous Friends to that public, uſeful and ardubus 
Undertaking; but they are free to contend, that the Plan 


now under Conſideration is unfairly and unneceſſarily ex- 
tended; and they flatter themſelves, that they ſhall nei- 


ther incur Cenſure, nor provoke Reſentment, by endea- 
vouring to guard their Properties from unjuſt, capricious, 
and injurious Violation. 


The Views of theſs Projectors, may; in ſous Degree, be 
penetrated, and their Arguments anticipated, by the able 
and curious Publications, which have, in different | Shapes, 
appeared upon this Occaſion. Such as are wayeh: n 


will be remarked upon. 


It is  infiſted, ce that the Canal Navigation will be better below 


_ * than the River Navigation between Wilden and Bur- 
ton; but let it be obſerved, that the Navigation between 
Burton and Wilden is, in all Reſpe#s5, better than the Na- 


vigation between Wilden and Gainſborough, which is near 
ninety Miles; and the Argument holds much ſtronger for 


extending the Canal even to Gainſborough, than for 
ſtopping at Wilden Ferry. | | 


The Reaſon urged * © for falling in at Wilden rather 
than Burton“ is to avoid the Shallows, which grey 
was en the eee that River.” 


The Shallows are wer in Proportion between Burton 


and Wilden than between Wilden and Gainſborough ; 
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and the Boats which go from Burton are from thirty to 
forty Tons Burthen, and are to the full as large as any that 
are navigated from Wilden, Mt or ay other, MGR 
| n 8% gov iotmedi 


More Goods are ied upon an > Avena between Bur- 
ton and Wilden than between Wilden and Gainſborough; 
and where any Lightening is neceſſary, it generally hap- 
pens at che Shallows below Wilen; r: OV 9: 


Bons have: nds run jy ny Burton to as 
{borough and back to Burton, which is two hundred and 
twenty Miles, in ſeven Days; the Voyage is performed in 
twelve Days, upon an . W two Days for 


Ing ata foie Miert ors pal n 


in Order to diffuſe ungenergus Prejadices, and to Aeg 
and miſlead that ſober Enquiry, which is ſo ſeriouſly | 
deſired, and is fo eſſential. to this great Subject, In- 
ſinuations have been dropt, that the Na avigation be- 
tween Burton and Wilden is a Monopoly; but let it be 
remarked, that this is a Conſideration foreign to the Merits. 
of this Bill; and thoſe, who are intended to be affected 
by the imputation, are far from wiſhing to ſhield their 
Conduct from a parliamentary Examination; and they en- 
gage to prove, that the Buſineſs of this Navigation is exe-- 
cuted with Care, Fidelity, A and NE 
15/3048 [ct 6091 in 


Trade may bs carried on vl 8 mh Wilden 


with at leaſt equal Expedition, and conſiderably cheaper; by the 


River, than it ever can be by the Canal, 


CG )» 


0 The Reaſons” lie Projectors ſay] « for preferring a 
&« 1 8 0 toa River Navigation are many and important. The 
« ghortneſs of the Voyage on the former, which is protracted 
«on, the latter by. the winding Courſe of the Stream; the 
ee Abſence of Currents which in Rivers impede the upward 
Navigation, more than they aſſiſt the downward; and hour- 


ly undermine and wear away the Banks; and the Secu- 
ay rity from Miſchief and Delay occaſioned by the Floods.” 


Why will the Voyage be much ſhorter by a Canal than 
a. River Navigation ? Does not the Canal run down the. 
fame Valley with the River? Muſt not every great Wind- 
ing of the River be nearly the ſame in the Canal? Win. 
not a Voyage be made as ſoon on the River as on the Ca- 
nal, Boats being aſſiſted by the Stream downwards, and up- 
wards frequently by Winds? 


83 % 
* 


Muſt not the Miſchief and Delay be the ſame; whe-- 
ther the Canal falls in at Wilden Ferry or Burton, as 
Boats can always work from Burton down to Wilden Ferry, 
ready to go forward from thence, by the Time the River is 
in Condition for Boats to work below Walden. 2 1 not a 
Canal Joonce ett Froft? A; l pat arts 2 


« «An cafler Draught” wen F e aa <« will * 
& made for the Horſes, as the Boats will in a Canal move 
* nearer the towing Path; and the Advantage in chooſing 
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* high- Ground for the Locks, whilſt, in. the other Caſe, 
« the Situation of them mult be regulated only by the 
accidental Shallows of the Rivers; and in River Naviga- 


tions, the Locks being frequently erected on low Lands 
* the neighbouring Meadows are thereby often 2 


* urn and ſwampy.“ 
This grave. and Pu! Argument is beneath Refu- 


tation. 


Le It is alſo” Fſaythey].* another Circumſtance not unwor- 
thy of Notice in Favour of Canals, when compared with 
© River Navigations, that as the Conveyance upon the 
former is more ſpeedy, and. without the Intetruptions 
*and Delays, to which the latter are very liable; Op or- 
& tanities of pilfering earthen Wares, and other fmall 
« Goods, and ſtealing and adulterating Wine and fpiritu- 
* ous Liquors, are thereby. in a great Meaſure prevented. 
The Loſſes, - Diſappointments and Diſcredit of the Ma- 
e nufacturers ariſing from this Cauſe are ſo great, that 
<« they frequently chuſe to ſend their Goods by Land, at 
three Times the Expence of Water Carriage, and ſome- 
times even refuſe to ſuppiy their Orders at all, rather 
than run the Riſque of forfeiting their Credit, and ſub- 
e mitting to the Deductions that are mace on this Ac- 


< count.” 


As we are not yet let into the Secret, why Watermen, 
who work upon Canals, are neceſſarilly honeſter than 
thoſe who are employed upon Mme Fs Article muſt paſs 
unanſwered, 


(* ) | 
The next Advantages, which are recounted, are che Supe 

riority over Land Carriage, by an Eſtimate which indeed 
15 widely exaggerated,] and the beneficial Communication 
of the neighbouring Counties; but ſurely theſe. Gentlemen 
will not venture ſo far to inſult common Senſe, as to deny, 
that all theſe great, glorious and patriotic Conſequences 
would follow, if the Canal ſhould be e between 
; Burton and Northwich. _ 

| Is. it Ts. Kant that the Navigation between Burton 
and Wilden is a bad one? Can it be improved, fhould 
the Water be taken out of the Trent above Burton, and not 
returned till it comes below: Milden? Does not every 
Brook and Spring, which are to be cut through, now 
empty themſelves into the Trent? And if theſe are to be 
diverted into the new Canal, muſt not the Burton Navigation 
be en We hn by this nap 2g Loſs of Water? 


Muſt not the Inconveniences of F loods and dllelpgog 
be the ſame Nee as at Burton ? * : 


No Argument, 7770 and fairy * frond ud dene 
tions of public Neceſſity, and public Convenience, can be "_ 
duced in Favour of this Extention. $ 


Will public Liility be promoted, by, permitting the Company 
of Proprietors to demand a Tonnage of 7WO hn, between 


G 


. 
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Burton and Wilden: Ferry, when the old Undertakers are entit- 
led het 10 THREE PENCE? 


The Wc! River to Frodſham Bridge les about 


Argu- ae Miles) is naturally navigable; ; and the River 


ments 


 gainſt an Weaver from Frodſham Bridge to No rthwich, (being 


Extention about fifteen Miles) and from "Northwich to Winsford 


below 


Bridge, (about ſeven Miles more) is already navigable by 
Locks ſet upon that River; ſo that a Navigation from 
Liverpool is already extended towards the Trent near 
ee Miles. £ 8 
1 

This dlavimidion will completely anſwer: all public Pur. 
poſes, as the [Tonnage will be very conſiderably lower than 
upon the Canal; heavy Goods from Liverpool to Winsford 
Bridge pay only ten Pence per Ton; others twelve Pence; 
and the higheſt only one Shilling and three Pence; and in 
nine Years more, it cannot exceed one 11 per Ton. 


» e F 


KAR 
A Communication: 83 Hull. — . may 
be more eaſily and more beneficially opened, by a Canal 
from Winsford Bridge by Checkley Brook, near Wrine- 
Hill, which may be extended by Stafford, below Shut- 
borough, to the Trent; or by Neweaſtle ; or by Bur- 
lem. NA EMT TO TOO OA MEE IID LS 


The Advantages, which the Public would derive from a 
Communication between Hull and Liverpool, were it ef- 
tected by the Canal, which has been hinted at, are many 


x "22 . 9 

and obvious. Suffice it now to obſerve, that the Ton» 
nage between Winsford Bridge and Checkley Brook (which 
is twenty-one Miles) will not exceed one Shilling, and be- 
tween Winsford Bridge and Frodſham Bridge (which is 
twenty-two Miles) one Shilling more; in all, two Shit 
lings; whereas the Tonnage, tor forty-three Miles upon 
the new Canal, may amount to five Shillings and four 
Pence Halfpenny. The whole Freight and Tonnage of 
heavy Goods from Checkley Brook to Liverpool (which 
is near /ixty Miles) will 7 amount to ſix Sbillings 
per Ton! 


A Canal from the Trent to the Port of Cheſter might 
be made at- a much leſs Expence to the Undertakers, and 
leſs Prejudice to private Property, than the propoſed 
Canal from Wilden F 8 to Runcorn Gap. | 


There arè now between eighty and ninety Veſſels, from 
forty to fifty Tons Burthen, employed upon the River 
between Liverpool, Northwich and Winsford ; and ſome 
of the Veſſels, after ſtopping and clearing out at the Cuſ- 
tom-Houſe in Liverpool, proceed. to the Welch Coaſts, 
and to Lancaſter and Whitehaven. 


| Veſſels between Liverpool and Frodſham Bridge come 
and return with the Tide, and ſometimes make that Paſ-- 
ſage 1 in three or four Hours; 3. are uſually about ſix Hours 
in paſſing between the loweſt Lock near Frodſham Bridge 
and Northwich; and about the ſame Time between. North- 
wich and Winsford Bridge. They paſs through a Lock in 


1 


about frve Minutes. Seventy thouſand Tons of Goods, upon 
an Average, are carried yearly upon this River. 


The Veſſels could carry a much greater Quantity, and 
may be increaſed, if the Trade required it; but their Na- 
vigation muſt ſeverely ſuffer indeed, if the Water of the 
River is taken from it, by diverting it's Streams into the 

new Canal; and no Water can be collected from Hare- 
caſtle towards Runcorn Gap, but what muſt be ee 
from the River Weaver. 


If the new Undertakers will aſſert, that the Weaver 
Navigation is liable to Objection on Account of Floods, it 
may be anſwered, that this Inconvenience may effectually 
be removed, by making two additional Locks; and upon 
the whole, this Navigation is more commodious to the 
Public than any Canal can be; but this uſeful and advan- 
tageous Convenience cannot be long preſerved to Society, 
if the Water is to be intercepted, and the Tolls deſtroyed, 
by this dangerous and ruinous Project. 


It has been intimated, © that the River Weaver at 
% Frodſham Bridge ſometimes wants Water at neap 
{© Tides; put this is by no Means peculiar to Frod- 
ſham Bridge; the Merſey at a conſiderable Diſtance be- 
low ſometimes wants Water; and whenever Veſſels can 
work to the Hemp Stones or Runcorn Gap, they may go 
to Frodſham Bridge and Northwich. 


This Idea we apprehend is ſtarted, merely to induce 


a Belief of he Neceſſity and Expediency of carrying the new 
Canal from Runcorn Gap over the Merſey to Liverpool.] 
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The Scheme of carrying the propoſed Canal over the Mer- 
ſey at Runcorn Gap, it not impracticable, is, at leaſt in 


the higheſt Degree dangerous. 


The Navigation at Runcorn Gap is a natural one; 
but it muſt be liable to the moſt fatal Interruptions, if an 
Aqueduct ſhould be attempted to be 1 over it. 


The River is in that Part five Ken and ſixty Yards 
wide; and at Spring Tides, the Water flows near eighteen 
perpendicular Feet. The Maſts of Veſſels of ninety Tons 
Burthen are near ſeventy Feet high ; there is now ſcarcely 
Sea Room, and Veſſels are ſometimes driven upon the 
Sands. Now what muſt be the Situation, if an Aqueduct, 
ſupported by Piers and Arches, ſhould be made there ? 
Will it not neceſſarily ruin the Navigation of the Merſey 
from Liverpool to Warrington, Sankey and Mancheſter * 
Will it not expoſe Veſſels of forty, fifty and fixty Tons, 
(which paſs there near eight thouſand Times a "IRON to 
the moſt dreadful and ineeſſant Dangers ? {2 


Were it either practicable or convenient to wake an 

Aqueduct over Runcorn Gap, and continue a Canal to 
Liverpool, the Expenee would neceſſarily occaſion ſo high 
a Tonnage, that Goods. would be Ow carried cheaper by 
hy on e 1 


| To the Objedigns againſt this Branch of the Ext2ntion, 
| We beg Leave to add an humble Conjecture, chat the Pro- 
prietors of the Canal, Propoſed 12 be cut. from the Trent, 
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were they at Liberty to purſue either their Inclination or their 
Intereſt, would moſt chearfully have joined the Weaver 
at Northwich, eſpecially as Permiſſion has been offered to 
them to navigate by that River to the Merſey at /x Pence 
per Tin, This Junction would have relieved them of the 
moſt expenſive and moſt invidious Part of the Enterprize. 
Every real and fair-Advantage would have been ſecured 
to the Public; andif theſe Gentlemen cannot embrace 
this Propoſition, it muſt be imputed to Difficulties foreign: 
to tbeir Wiſhes and the true End of their Undertaking, 


| Will not the Public be highly injured, if the Navigation be- 

| tweenWitton Bridge and the Merſey (by the Canal) is liable to a 

b Tonnage of ONE SHILLING AND EIGHT PENCE, when all © 
Goods might be carried from the ſame Canal, by the River 
Weaver to. the Merſey for six PENCE per Ton ? 


1 ee The Managers of this extraordinary Bill are fond of im 
Advan- preſſing an Opinion, “that a e Communication will be 
tagesofthe ec opened with the eaſtern and northern Counties, were the 
ny 2 * propoſed Canal to meet the Duke of Bridgewater's at 
| Witton © Preſton Brook.” But are theſe Gentlemen ignorant, (or 


Bridge, 6 they wiſh that others ſhould be ſo) that a more effectual 


to Man- aces s 
cheſter, and advantageous Communication with Mancheſter, and 
1 even Stockport and Macclesfield. and all the great trading 


Towns in Cheſnire, will be completed by the new Canal, 
which is intended to be made, by a Bill which has paſſed 
the honourable Houſe of Commons, * for cutting a Ca- 
* nal directly from Witton Bridge to Knutsford, Maccles- 
field, Stockport and Mancheſter ;?* and which it is; 


G67) 
not doubted will ſoon, paſs intq a Law, as it relhy ſtanda 
upon the e and e Aae of e Walen 

ne an 

If theſe Gino ſhould hehe to controvert this 
Point, or endeavour to eſtabliſh an Argument in Favour 
of their own Navigation from Witton Bridge to Preſton 
Brook, and along his Grace's'Canakto:Manchefter,/ on 
Account of there being no Lock, it has been obſerved, 
that a Lock may be paſſed in about five Minutes; and it is ir- 
reſiſtibly evident, that Boats may go from Witton Bridge 


to Mancheſter, by this Canal, with nearly the /ame Expedi— 


tion, and at the ſame Expence in Fręigbtage, and with a 
HY of more 10 thirty, yy Cent. in the aſa of ai 


The 8 to the new Canal are entitled only. 0 4 


Tonnage of two Shillings and jix. Pence from Witton 


Bridge to Manc beſter; Sh and: only wo Shillings aud three 
Pence to Stockport; whereas by the propoſed Canal 
from the Trent, a Tonnage of one Shilling and three Pence 
may be demanded from. Wirton Bridge to Preſton Brook; 


and the Tonnage upon any Part of his Grace the Duke of 


eee "I Canal is full 22 Shillings and fix Pence more. 


Theſe. Projectors ſhould. be reminded too, tha by. the 
Canal which is to be cut directly from Witton Bridge to 
Mancheſter, a new and very ' uſeful Communication will 
be opened with the north-eaſt Parts of the County of 
Cheſter ; that the greateſt Part of the County, through 
which this Canal is to be cut, is very populous; where 
ſeveral valuable Manufactures are carried on; that many 
Articles of theſe Manufactures may be more caſily con- 


n ds 
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veyed to Liverpool, and from one Market-Town to an- 
other; that it will facilitate the Conveyance of all Mer- 
chandize between the River Weaver and the Towns of 
Knutsford and Macclesfield, and from thence to the adja- 
cent Parts of Derbyſhire ;—of Salt from MNorthwich, 

to Anutsford, Macclesfield, Stockport and Mancheſter ;— 

of Wheat, Flour and Oat-meal, and other Produce, 10 
Stockport and Mancheſter, for the Supply of thoſe Markets, 
and the adjacent Towns and manufacturing Countries; —of 
Coals from the Collieries at Norbury and near Stockport, to 
that Town, and to Macclesfield and Knutsford ;—of Lime 
from Macclesfield to Mancheſter, Stockport, Knutsford and 
Northwich, and the adjacent Countries, for Building, 
and the Improvement of Land ;——of Slate and Flag 
from the Quarries near Macclesfield, and of Stone and 
other Materials for the Repair of Highways; and 
will be attended with many other Conveniences, which 
cannot arife from the Canal from the Trent, or from the 
Duke of Bridgewater's Canal, even thowwh a Branch was 
to be made from Cheadle to Macrlesfield ;——in a Word, 
that it will produce all the real and extenſive Advantages 
of an inland Navigation, without being liable to an 
Imputation of Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, by cutting a Canal, 
parallel for mu Miles wich an old and uſeful Navigation. 


This Navigation will Neher obſtruct the "Canal 
from the Trent (which it croſſes a Mile from Witton 
Bridge) nor the Duke's/near Stockport; as the Bill directs, 
«© that the Canal from Wicton Bridge be made nineteen 
« Feet below the Frent Canal, and ttt-miy beet above 
his Grace's, at the Places where they are to croſs.“ 


WE: : 


Tis fron Cheadle 1 a Meeetefetd has beck: * 
with the evident View of preventing a Communication be- 
tween the Navigation of the Weaver and the evefal T owns 
which have been mentioned, and Het. ween thoſe Towns with 
eachother;and the Ownets of Collieriesin and nearNorbury; 
from ſupplying thoſe Places with Coals, to the Prejudice of 
his Grace, 255 by his own Act is under no Na as to 
Price, beyond Mancheſter. © 


1 10153831 ; 200238110 

Is it either juſt or reaſonable, that the Duke woule ex- 
tend his Canal, at his Pleaſure, through tie Lands of Gen- 
tlemen in Cheſbire, in order to bring his Coals to a better 
Market; and theſe very Gentlemen be denied'the Liberty 
of making a Canal to PP their Neighbours with their 
OWN. Coals, Which they, might afford to fell. at a much 
cheaper Rate? Are not = los bury, Ceals, though brought 
to Stockport by Land Carriage, ſold as cheap; as the Duke's 
at A'prencham: on Mancheſter? Will not the Owners of the 
| Collierics! in and near Mer bug, he able to reduce the Price 
of Coals at Stock port, and the adjacent Country, when 
brought by the propaſed Canal? Could they not e 

the: adjacent Country, much cheaper than the Duke 175 


Is the Duke's boaſted Reduction of the Price of Coals 


14 *< 


at Mancheſter from four Pence to three Pence half Penny 


per Hundred, the Effect of Choice or "Neceffity * Are not 


other Coals, with which great Fart of that Town.-1 is now 
ſupplied, brought there by Land nd F 


ls gor i the Duke, by Reaſon of his bigh Tonnage, kc 


| 
| 
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to continue the ſole Carrier upon his own Canal ; and muſt 
he not become the ſole Carrier upon all Branches from it ? 


May. not his Grace's Agents, if Branches: be thus 
multiplied from his Canal, (abuſing bis Confidence) by De- 
grees, monopolize the Corn, Flour, Meal, .and other Necet- 
faries, diſpoſe of them at his own Warehouſes, without 
bringing them to Market, and make his Grace's excluſive 
Privilege of Water-Carriage the Inſtrument of the moſt 
vn 061 „ ? 


"Might not bo Beat $ anopliaing the Canal Naviga- 
tions of theſe Countries, be one Day, the Source of the moſt 
extenſive and alarming Inconveniences? 


I 


"']. THE peculiar and undeniable Superiority of the Canal 
that is propoſed to be cut dire&ly from Witton- Bridge to 
Mancheſter, is the eſtabliming a New Conmrunication; andthe 
Duke of Bridge water s Canal, (if it were to be divertet] 
td the Merſey above, or to the Weaver below, Frodſham 
Midge, inſtead of terminating either at the Hemp Stones 
or Runcorn Gap) may eaſily communicate with the Canal, 
which is intended to be cut from the Trent, ſhould rite 
Wiſdom of Parliament fix it's Boundaries between Burton 
and Northwich; z and reſcue two eſtabliſned Navigations 
"from Ruin, and thirty Miles of Land from hoſtile, unne- 
_celfary and Evo Incurſions. e | AP 
The Duke of Bridgewater's Paneg peilt badi extol 
the Generoſity of his Grace in “ extending his Canal from 
Sale Moor to Stockport, about ſeven Aliles, without the 
:</Confideration o any adqiriohaf Ton nge and for 


Wane” ) 


which he has obtained an Act of Parliament in this Seſſion, | 


without any | Oppoſition, But ſarely/t theſe, Gentlemen ought 
not. 15 haye concealed, that by this very, Ack his. Grate 15 
entit led to the lame onnage, for theſe ſeven Miles, as 
from Mancheller to the Hemp Stones; and they ſhould 
have added, that the whole Tonnage of two Shillings and 
Sixpencę. is, payable, if a Veſſel ſo much.! as touches upon 
any Part of his Grace's Canals. We are 8 e 


10. do Juſice the rſoval Worth. his ce, A 
have tag high. e of 1t, to ache even a ens 


£13 


that he. would deign to accept a Compliment,, which, is 
founded in Fallacy. 5 | 


405 DBA 
The 5 7 which is now d we, do nt 1 1 


% 


Juſtice, Lakin Neceſſuy, or 7 dai ih, but we 
could calily aſſign. private, Reaſons. in WW nase ſome 
of Which, it. debe 03A; een. 1 


F an £0 

rolls k: 85 * vt lauded. 3 his 8 the Duke 2 
Bridgewater, by not locking down at the Hemp Stones, 
according to the original Termination of his Canal, will 
be relieved. of an Expencę of many thouſand Pounds; 

.and it is, equally gertain, that his Grace, by, keeping 
ſo high a Level, cannot mean to incur this. Expence, by 
locking down, at Runcorn Gap, where he now wiſhes, 
that his own and the new Canal thould terminate; becauſe 
Boats, which are navigated upon the Canal could not 


1 : 3 to 


Conjec- 
tures as to 


the Views, 
- which are 


to be an- 
ſwered by 
the Exten- 
tion. 


ne there; and it muſt evidently be his Grace's Intention 


only to cfaue the Goods down for the preſent; and in 


2 
z 
| | 
Ss o 
1 
by 
p) 
vi 
$ 
: 
: 


& 22 . 


200 of the 5 E r eee 
Ate not Wiſdom and juſtice eaflel 1 vpon . ug al 
flattering Expettarions of Countenafcs tots mighty but 


dangerous Enterprize, by pteventing't the ig d Canal 


from being carried at an enormous Eupęnce, to Runcorn 
Gap, with auch an Obel avowedly in Contemplation on ? 


Add to this, by his Union with the Trent Canal at 
Prefton Brook, his Grace will nor nly entirely command 
the Carriage of Salt and all other Goods, & hich hall be 
navigated from Middlewich to Marichtſter, fit the Scheme 
of cutting a Canal directly “ from Witton Bridge to 
= Knursford;” Macclesfield, Stockport, and Mancheſter” 
ſhould, contrary to all "ExpeRatibn, miſtarry* 1 but by 
this very Bill a new Tonnage is given to him upon all 
Goods, which ſhall be carried by the Trent Canal to the 
River Merſey, or down his own Caflal to Mancheſter. 
In Fine, if this unfortunate Extention ſhould take Place, 
and the other Communication (35 aty unforeſten Acci- 


lent be defeated, his Grace e en 
the . Carriage * theſe Worn! tries. SES 
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Theſe: are à fe- oo = many pris vale Advantages which 
will reſult from the Extention: „ but we Datter ourſelves, 
that it is inconteſtib]y clear, that it has, no F oundation 
either in public Utility, or public Julias 


($8 9 | 

Should it be aſked, Whit have the Proprietors and | 
Truſtees to fear, if Buſineſs can be done better and 

cheaper by the old Navigations than by the Canal? They | 

beg Leave to anſwer, that the Company of Proprietors may 
engroſs the F reight upon. the Canal between Burton and 
Northwich, and conſequently carry all the Goods below 


the old Navigations; the Effects of which are . obvious | | 
0 need Explanation. 7 act N | 


* 
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We cannot diſmiſs theſe Conrado ehthoot whing Fallacies 
Notice of the very ſingular Fallacies, which were male 3 | 
Uſe of, in order to procure a Panne ee to his 
grand e | Lnge 


9 At * 3 Ching, on thegortwot December, the 
Country Gentlemen were allured with an Expectation of 
the propoſed Canal going N in a Line . Hare | 
Caftle ta 4 ion 5m | | 0 h 


"one public 2 wauld have, flowed from. this . 
Dellinatton; 5, which Gentlemen, imagined they were pro- : 
moting. By this Courſe, many thouſand Pounds, would 2 
have been ſaved; and, none but the Agents and j 
Engineers (whoſe Work would have been ſooner com- —_— 
pleated) have ſuffered; . and perhaps they. themſelves | 
would, have.found very, band/ome Recompence by their Coal, | | 
from the Mines andEſtates, which they have purchaſedinear 1 
Hare Caſtle, in Expectation of this new Canal being cut 
from the Trent to the Merſey. 
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© Thus was publie h faabped by amel in tole- 
rable Piece of Diſingenuity; and if theſe extraordinary 
Proje tors are ſolicitous to efface the Imputation, and, 
to “ aſſert, heir. Right ; ta general Conf), lence: ty let them be 
asked, Why ain. the very Title of this Bill, 46 now Handi, 
is the Courſe 4 of che Canal carried **. to or rear. Lawton and 
 « {ftbury,” when it is not really intended to reach within 
four Miles at leaſt of Aſtbury ? Is this Expreſf on retained, 


metely to contique che Deluſion, and; by a dextrous Am- 


biguity, to lull the Country Gentlemen into a Relief, that 
the Canal will ſtill be carried to Agden, according to 60 
original Deſignation? 


Were they afraid to name, either in their Petition, 
ot MEI ile br Bill, any Town: beyond gert eſt 
the F allac thould have been detected 2 1) 


a Saicg lat 9169019 7 
7 his We of the Scheme — hs eminently 
aſſiſted the Purpoſes of public Utility, though at theExpence 
ON private Tatereſts, © too conſiderable and important to be 
Sf? FTellfted% in the firſt Place, His Grace che Duke of 
PBriage water” could „or have ſecure 4 to bimfelf Advan- 
tages, daf to His Weeting the Canal at Preſton Brook; 
erg all the facrative Torinage muſt neceſſarily © center, 


belides, by carry rying * the Canal over che Meer fey” near Agden, 
N Woti rut through 42064" Cbuntfyf land might give 


Birtſi to waeren n en " Aprons Co 
ase d len won vide 20 no nf q 
V H; 07 3:19 15 Oel emo 
It is Matter of general Amazement, that any Ser of Gen- 
tlemen ſhould venture to apply to Parliament to carry a 


O0 (il YE bas ano! 8 35 ) 
Projedt into. | Execution,” Which tuft umntvdidably produce 
ſuch terrible and extreme, Conſequehices to private Proper- 
ty; — without. having previouſly mide an actual Sur- 
vey; and without a apprizing thofe; ho are likely to 
be affected othęrwiſe than by a Ruben of imperfect, er ernone- 


ous, fallaciaus and inconſi Rent. lans, laid down by a Scale 
of only a Quarter of an Inch to a Nine. —Ovghe not a 


Plan to have kb made EA a Scale of at Jeaſt « one T 11 


der through ;—the Quality of the Land:; 3 1 25 
ces from the Manſion Houſes of Gentlemen of Fortune; 
— with: the Levels clearly aſcertained, and the Expence 
of cutting this Canal, and Calculation of the Quantity 0 
Goods to be carried from different Places, eſtimated; 

order that the Rate of Tonnage gt, be r BY 


juſtly fixed? 


Seeing what they ſee, have not Gentlemen every Rea- 
fon to be jealous of the extraordinary, Powers; which theſe 
Projectors are likely to be inveſted} with? Vb will be 
able, in the preſent indefinite State of Things, to check or 
controul them, if they ſhould preſume to deviate from 
what they b find it convenient to avow er a Day as the 
real C urſe of their Canal ? Are or can they be reſtrained 
from. elbowing, at their Plekſure, „ to meet any Spring, 

Brock, Stream or Wätetcoürfe, within the Diſtance W 
6 "five bundred, 1 er "then five bend r Fards?“ "= bn 

in 006 ar el! 
Are they not at füll Liberey'es a vary the Courſe 
of their Canal, where they pleaſe, provided it goes near 


( 36 ) 
e Wilden Ferry, to or near Swarkſtone and Willington,” 5 
40 60 Whichnor, Rudgeley, Stone and Burflem, and' | 
cc through or near Lawton, Aſtbury, Middlewich: : ard 
40 * near Northwich, to the River Merſey ? 5 
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Might not this Kuthofiry thiis diente ele be 
uſed as a Rod to terrify a ſtubborn F reeholder, bravely en- 
gaged in Defence of his Property, into an Aequieſcence 
under the moſt dreadful and arbitrary Impoſitions ? ? We 
ſhall not enlarge upon this Point; We ſhall leave e 
men to conſider the C Conſequences, F100 8 85 : 

Can human Wiſtoln under theſe Cirenmſiaives form any 
Eſtimate, which is, car, or ought to be depended upon? 
Was not the Sum of one hundred and one thouſand Pounds 
named at the Meeting at Wolfley Bridge as the Extent of 
the Expence? Has not a great, able and accurate Engineer 
fince informed us, that the Eſtimate will amount to one 
e Hundred and thirty three thouſand and ELEVEN HUNDRED. 
Pounds?“ | 

The Bill indeed permits theſe Seems to * as | far 
as one hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds; but have they 
been acquainted, that their wiſe Engineer has valued 


Land at ten Pounds per Acre, which | is e e r Diſ- 


a worth FORTY GUINEAS ? 


Let them pauſe for: a little upon the Credit, which? is due 
to their Eſtimate, before they embark in this very difficult 
Undertaking; they doubtleſs will find, (and perhaps by 
this Time are ſenſible that it is 2eir true Intereſt, to 0 
Pose the whole Scheme till Sather Seaſon. 
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| Surely. theſe Gentlemen are not ſo vain as to Batter Ce 
-chemſelyes,. that when their Eſtimates ſhall have been ye gr& cut 
found widely diſproportionate to the real Expences, and 8 
their Thouſands will have been diſſipated, in an ineffectual ang 
Attempt” to cut through and procure ſufficient Water North 
from Hare Caſtle, they hall be able, by. cutting their Canal 

at both Ends, to repair this ſad Misfortune, at the Expence 

of the old Navigations. If they indulge ſuch chimerical 
Expectations, We are bold to teſtify our perfect Confi- 

_ dence, that by this Bill, all theſe unjuſt and ridiculous 

Hopes will be precluded ;" that theſe Gentlemen will not 

be entruſted, upon this Occaſion, with any Authority to 

go below either Burton or Northwich. When they ſhall 

have cut this great Trunk; (and we ſhall not tremble 
much, if our Niisfortune i is not to viſit us till that Day ;) 

when they ſhall have completely opened a Communica- 

tion between Hull and Liverpool, which this juſt and 
neceſſary Limitation of their Plan will undoubtedly haſten; 

then, loaded with Merit and' Honour, let them apply to 
Parliament, for Leave to make the Extenſion; when 

they would e meet Ae the Reteption, which will 

be- aue to them. | OTH er 


| 1 he Pipppicrigs of the new Canal ſhould not be led 
down in this: Article, by the moſt ſolemn Reſtrictions; 
the old Navigations muſt be expoſed to certain and irre- 
trievable Ruin; and the Communication between the 
Ports of Hull and Liverpool, by Means wi /his Canal, in 1 all 
uma e — rer 
5 u e 1125 


r . 


(0 Y 
Theſe are Conſiderations which we comfort ourſelves 
will meet with the peculiar and watchful Attention of Par- 
lament ; who will not ſuffer the TTOPerty of the meaneſt 
Individual to be unjuſtly facrificed. 


It is upon theſe Principles, that the Ouners and rot 
tees of the Burton and Weaver Navigations implore Pro- 
tection in this critical and deciſive Conjuncture They 
have undertaken to demonſtrate, that their Properties. 
may remain untouched and unviolated ; and no Syſtem of 
public Utility be interrupted. 


Free from every. Impreſſion of private 'Matevoleace; 
they are anxiouſly deſirous of guarding theſe humble Con- 
fiderations, againſt every poſlible Conſtruction of a perſonal 
Attack upon his Grace the. Duke of Bridgewater.z. ta 
whom, they bear thatjuſt Veneration and ReſpeR, which 
are due to an, high and exalted Characten; and they know, 
that his Grace is actuated by Sentiments too noble and too 
generous, to ſuffer his Indignation to be enflamed by an 
Oppoſition which, Duty, Intereſt and Neceſſity have com · 
bined to dictate; or by a Denial of his Grace's exclulive 
Right to Canal Navigations. ad 


Far from harbouring any Idea, i in the rernidledh1 Dee 
unfriendly to the many great, illuſtrious, and truly laud- 
able Enterprizes of that Nobleman, we only wiſh to 
confine: them within j#ft and proper Limits; and we pre- 
ſume to hope, chat the Splendor of his Projects will not in- 
tercept ajuſt Attention tothe Conſequences of them. But if En- 
gineers have encouraged a Profuſion of Expence in for- 
mer Schemes, which have not anſwered, ſurely the 
e not to retrieve their n Tea eſſential 


6 5 ) 
to a Contipuance. of Favour and Confidence.), with the 
Vitals of 1 innocent Individuals. . So x 


The Owners ank Trüftees of the. 60 Weisen le Se 
Leave,” in all Events, To: fobmit, that the Tonnage, ſhould be 
«*Coftetted® by the C0. pan of Proprietors, ought to be — 
equal, through the l Canal, for every Species of cies of 
' Goods ; Witte Wan particular x : | | 5 oo 

f cx Job O AHF 1 2e 

"The B provides for fixing: an <quil Toniiage, eg 
the whole Canal; at the firſt! Meeting of the Proprietots; 
and authorizes them to fall and raiſe them as Occaſion 


ſhould offer; with-Concurrence of Commiſfionets, 


If theſe Gentlemen, ſhould; ſucceed. in fixing different 
Tolls on dj ferent Species of Goods,, adreadful Extent of 
Miſchief muſt follow becauſe by impoſing a very low Ton- 
nage for all the tapie Articles of the old Navigations, they 
muſt neceſſarily be ſtripped of all their Trade; and when 
theſe are irreparably deſtroyed, and every Poſſibility of 
Conteſt ceaſes, a friendly Meeting of Commiſſioners may 
raiſe and even perpetuate. the Tonnage, at the higheſt | 
Price which the, At of Parliament authoriſes,,, 


The old Navigators implore, that this capital 8 
tion may be made under the Auſpices of Parliament, and 
that this very extenſive Propoſition will not be entruſted 
with intereſted Proprietors, controuled only by Commiſ- 
fioners, who may be liable at leuſt to ihe Aſfaults of Ira. 
ue 5 and dangerous Solicitations. 


-. 
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If the Proprietors Hall be pleaſed to. afſert, that It 18. 
not now practicable to aſcertain the Folks WhId te to be 
collected, and that an equal Tonngge cannot with J uſtice 
be exrended*to all Articles Iindiſcriminately ; 8 permit us to 
anſwer; fix your Equality, with as many Exceptions as, 

ought to be enumerated ; but if you are not prepared t to 
aſcertain the Tonnage; poſtpone; come again in another 
Seſſion; but you will not preſume to put the Expence of 
ſoliciting this Bill in Competition with the whole Proper- 
ty of the two citabliſhed Navigations; and we ardently' 
truſt, that our ALL will not depend upon the Deeiſion of 
any other Judicature than 2 Britiſh, Parliament. 


The Company of Proprietors” ought not to be formed 
Proprie- into a Company of Navigators beyond a certain Number. 5 
torsought Intuition ſhews the Neceſſity and Utility of this Proviſion. 
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5 Proprietors of Tolls, (by conſolidating Tonnage and 
tors. Freightage in one C harge) might take an inferior Tonnage 


upon Goods navigated by thetſelyes and fall Tohnage 
upon all others; and woure | our antly* monopolize_ 
the-Freighrage-of-the whote®Canal'; for“ "bby could carry 
Goods upon equal Terms with chofe Wg can make a con- 
W wn erpe $3 in * N Dues * 
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The Se muſt concęive very 3 „ 
of "the Uzi ry, cf, an. land Nayigatjon between Hull and 
Sf nl "when, they are informed, that the Freight oſ 
Goods will neccſlarily amount. to forty, Shillings Per Ton. 
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UPON THE WHOLE, it is hoped, that the Con- 
Gderation of this very important Bill will be poſtponed : 


> ' Becauſe the very Practicability of the Scheme is doubtful. 


Becauſe the Whole of the Undertaking has been neither 
confidered, nor diſcloſed at any public County Meeting. 


Becauſe the Country has been deceived, as to the real 


Courſe of the Canal; and it cannot be known, with Pre- 


ciſion, whoſe Lands will be cut through. 


Becauſe the Diverſion propoſed in Favour of the Duke 


Summary - 
of Objec- 
tions. 


of Bridgewater is irregular, unparliamentary, foreign to 


the Nature and- Title of the Bill, and may eſtabliſn a 


Precedent dangerous to Property. 


Becauſe extending the Canal either beyond Burton 
or Northwich is not founded in Neceſſity, nor ſupported | 


by Conſiderations of public Utility. 


Becauſe this Extention is unjuſt, and will involve two 


effectual Navigations, eſtabliſhed under the Faith of Par- 
Larhent, In certain and irreparable Ruip. 
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Becanſi this Fenda could only be defired for private 


Views, cr to make a more lucratitc Job for Engineers. 


Becuuſe an effectual Communication between Hull and 


Liverpool may be completed, without this Extenſion. 


M 
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Becauſe the Confining of the Canal between Burton and 
'Northwich will not only confiderably accelerate the Com- 
munication between Hull and Liverpool, but wilt prevent 
an enormous Expence, and preſerve the old Navigations 


from Injury, and min, Miles of Land from en, 
Mutilation. 


Becauſe if the Canal ſtops at Northwich, a new, cheap and 
expeditious Communication with Mancheſter will be opened, 
by a Canal, which is to be cut directly from Witton Bridge. 

Becauſe the Duke of Bridgewater might divert the Ter- 
mination of his own Canal to the Merſey above, or to 
Weaver below Frodiham Bridge, and open anotber Com- 
munication with the new Canal and Mancheſter. 


Becauſe no actual Survey has been made, nor correct 
Plan taken, nor any fair Eſtimate formed; nor can the 
Undertakers themſelves be aware of the Expence which 
they may be liable to. 


Becauſe the Courſe and Termination of the Canal be- 
ing neither clearly known nor properly fixed, a Power 
of varying five hundred Yards may be attended with 
fatal Conſequences to Individuals. 


Becauſe it would be dangerous to precipitate in this 
Seſſion, a Bill of this Magnituge, which has receive d no 
Previouſs local Deliberations. 110 . 149470 
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Becauſe an eager Solicitude for carrying this great and com- 

plicated Bill, in all Events in this Seſſion, muſt flow from 4 

Jealouſy, that the Scheme would be generally diſapproved, 

and the Subſcribers revolt, if a public Opportunity were given 

of examining and diſcuſſing the full and real Tendenq of it, with | 
an Attention and Severity oy to it's Importance. 
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: APlan of Navig able r 

| made and jironoced tobe 

. thro the County of 
CHESTER, 

1 to the Town of 


MANCHESTER. 


MANCHESTER 


2 3 | 
Ai Gnal to be ads. 
2 Kuds/ord, Macclesfield, Stockport, | 


— of the Grnal _ the Trent to 
the Mersey. 


